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Oriskany CSD Valedictorian and Salutatorian Announced

Dylan LaSalle, son of Brett and Allison LaSalle, has been 
named the Oriskany Central School Class of 2019 Valedictorian. Dylan 
has received many accolades during his time at Oriskany, including 
the Clarkson University High School Leadership Award, the Bausch 
and Lomb Honorary Science Award, Section III Honorable Mention 
for Varsity Hockey and multiple academic achievement awards. 
Dylan has taken an extremely rigorous course load throughout high 
school, including AP calculus, AP environmental science, AP U.S. 
history, AP world history, Project Lead the Way Engineering courses 
and many MVCC dual enrollment courses. Dylan is very involved 
in extracurricular activities and is the president of Key Club and a 
member of technology club, varsity baseball and varsity hockey. 
Outside of school, Dylan enjoys playing hockey, watching movies and 
spending time with his friends. Next year, Dylan plans to attend Clarkson University or the University 
at Buffalo to study aerospace engineering with the hopes of one day becoming prominent in the 
field, working on spacecrafts for NASA or a private company. Congratulations, Dylan! 

Carl J. Graziadei, son of Carl and Kathy Graziadei, has 
been named the Oriskany Central School Class of 2019 Salutatorian. 
Carl has been the recipient of the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
Medal, the Clarkson University High School Achievement Award and 
multiple outstanding academic achievement awards. Additionally, 
Carl has received honorable mention in the Center State Conference 
for baseball in 10th and 11th grades, and was named a Center State 
Conference Scholar Athlete all four years of high school. This year, 
Carl has interned at UTC Aerospace Systems through the Regional 
Program of Excellence, while also taking a rigorous course load 
including AP calculus, Project Lead the Way Principles of Engineering 
and many MVCC dual enrollment courses. Carl is very involved 
in extracurricular activities and is the National Honor Society co-
president, varsity club president, and a member of the technology club. Carl has balanced 
academics while also participating in a number of athletic teams, including baseball, basketball, 
cross country, soccer and football. Outside of school, Carl likes to spend time with friends and 
family, play baseball, and enjoy the outdoors. Next year, Carl will attend Clarkson University, where 
he will play baseball and study aeronautical engineering, with the hopes of one day being both an 
aerospace engineer and patent attorney. Congratulations, Carl!



2

visit our website @ www.oriskanycsd.org

SUperintendent’S message

Another school year is quickly coming to a 
close. Spring has finally arrived, although 
Mother Nature seems to continually trick us 
with one last surprise snow burst. Thankfully, 
the days are becoming longer and brighter as 
warmer weather slowly descends upon the 
Oriskany horizon. And, as nicer weather and 
longer days progress, our students, as always, 
are quite busy preparing for, engaging in 
and closing out all of the end-of-the-year 
activities. The height of the accomplishments 
and achievements our students reach never 
ceases to amaze me.

Additionally, I am excited to see our students 
take on the remainder of the school year 
with continued enthusiasm as spring sports 
advance, music and fine art performances 
take place, and local and state exam 
preparations begin. Our seniors will try on their 
caps and gowns one last time in preparation 
for that final walk to accept their diplomas, 
concluding one chapter of an amazing story 
and entering into another chapter -- a chapter 
that our own students are prepared to write. 
I am excited to see where their stories and 
adventures take them.

There is much to celebrate within the 
Oriskany Central School District regarding our 
students, staff and community. I would like 
to acknowledge a few of those celebrations, 
accolades and accomplishments as we 
look to finish the school year culminating 
with graduation on June 21. Being “Oriskany 
Proud,” there is so much to write about. You 
can read more about each of the stories on 
our website and select stories on the pages 
of this newsletter indicated below.

Last year, we introduced and provided the 
opportunity for our junior class to attend 
the National College Fair at Onondaga 
Community College in Syracuse. Where 
approximately 35 students attended. This 
year, we extended the opportunity to both 
our junior and sophomore classes and were 
pleased to have 39 juniors and 44 sophomores 
attend the Fair and be able to discuss the 
many different college and career options 
that are available throughout the nation.

As we plan for the 2019-2020 school year and 
look to expand our already extensive dual 
enrollment course offerings, the Jr./Sr. High 
School will be adding three new MVCC dual 
credit courses and opening an existing course 
up to qualified sophomores. With the addition 

of these courses, we now provide a total of 
31 dual credit courses that our students can 
consider as they begin to map out their high 
school and college career pathways. (page 
10)

On March 28, our chemistry and physics 
students attended the first annual Women 
in STEAM Congress at Utica College. The 
Project Fibonacci Foundation partnered with 
Utica College and Women Together Inspiring 
Entrepreneurial Success (TIES) to present 
the professional development event for 
young students featuring icebreakers, panel 
discussions, networking sessions and more 
led by inspirational women in STEAM fields, 
education, entrepreneurship and leadership.

On March 15, seventh graders Kaelyn 
Buehler, Gannon Lisberg, Anna Kasperovich, 
Ryan Mayo, and Noah Sciorilli attended the 
“Students in the STEM Workplace” outreach 
program hosted by SRC, Inc. in Syracuse. 
During the one-day workshop, students were 
able to learn first-hand what it takes to work at 
SRC, Inc., meet STEM professionals and learn 
about the foundational STEM skills needed to 
be successful later in life.

This year’s musical, “Guys and Dolls,” was 
held on March 8-10 as the cast and crew 
took audiences on a magical ride from 
Times Square in New York City to the tropical 
outlets of Havana, Cuba. Our Jr./Sr. high 
school thespians outperformed themselves 
once again with spectacular performances, 
incredible set design and superb dancing and 
singing. The incredibly hard work displayed 
by all of our students, staff and community 
helpers was simply awesome – everybody 
working together to create something 
magical, wonderful and inspiring.

Four Oriskany winter athletic teams and 
several individuals have been honored 
by the New York State Public High School 
Athletic Association (NYSPHSAA) as Scholar-
Athletes. Boys Varsity Basketball, Boys Indoor 
Track and Field, Girls Basketball and Girls 
Indoor Track and Field were all recognized. 
Congratulations to all of the students who 
were honored for their academic and athletic 
achievements!

On February 5, Oriskany 7th graders were 
treated to a special visit by a park ranger from 
Fort Stanwix National Monument in Rome 
who was dressed as a Continental Soldier 

from the Revolutionary War. The ranger told 
students about the daily life and routine of 
a soldier during the Revolutionary War and 
how it can relate to their lives today as middle 
school students. The students were very 
thankful for the ranger’s visit and now have a 
deeper understanding and appreciation for 
the Revolutionary Continental Army.

N.A. Walbran Elementary, celebrated its 
annual Pick a Reading Partner program (PARP) 
with a Kick-Off Assembly, Drop Everything 
and Read (DEAR), themed dress up days, 
Read In and Ending Celebration during the 
month of March. (page 8)

Thank you, sincerely, for the continued 
support you have provided to our school, 
staff, and, most importantly, our students 
throughout the school year. The partnership 
between school and community is critically 
important to the success of all of our students. 
Please know that you are an integral and 
much appreciated part of what makes the 
Oriskany Central School District special. I 
am grateful and honored to serve in such a 
wonderful community.

As always, I would encourage you to please 
visit our District website at www.oriskanycsd.
org, our Twitter feed at @OriskanyCSD and 
our Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/OriskanyCSD for the most up-to-
date activities, student opportunities and 
information from our district. There is so much 
exciting news to share with you.

Thank you again for making Oriskany such 
a wonderful community that prioritizes and 
places students first. Please come out and 
support our district at the annual School 
Budget Vote and Board of Education election 
to be held on Tuesday, May 21 from noon-
8:30 p.m. at the Jr./Sr. high school.  

I wish each and every one a heathy and 
happy spring and summer season. Be happy, 
be well and be “Oriskany Proud!”

Timothy J. Gaffney
Superintendent of Schools
Oriskany Central School District
tgaffney@oriskanycsd.org
315.768.2058

Dear Oriskany Central School District Community Members,
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budget section

oriskany central school district

2019-2020
School Budget
Special Section
BUDGET VOTE
and SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS
Tuesday, May 21 • Noon – 8:30 p.m.
Oriskany Jr./Sr. High School

Voters are asked to decide upon one (1) proposition, including the 
adoption of the proposed budget for the school year commencing 
July 1, 2019, and ending June 30, 2020, and to elect three Board of 
Education members.

Budget Proposition: Shall the Board of Education of the Oriskany 
Central School District, Oriskany, New York, be authorized to 
expend the sums of money, which will be required for school 
district purposes for the 2019-2020 School Year, in the total amount 
of $15,611,685 (The Budget), and to levy and collect the necessary 
sum against the taxable real property in the School District.

School Board Candidates: Election of three (3) members to the 
Board of Education, for three-year termss commencing July 1, 
2019, and concluding June 30, 2022. The vacancies arise from the 
expiration of the terms of Michelle Anderson, Robyn Appler and 
Adam Kernan.

The candidates are:

 Michelle Anderson (incumbent)

 Adam Kernan (incumbent)

Dear Members of the Oriskany Central School 
District Community,

At our April 8, 2019 meeting, the Oriskany Board of 
Education approved a $15,611,685 budget for the 2019-
2020 school year. This budget represents a 1.72% increase in 
appropriations from the 2018-2019 budget, and is reflective 
of our commitment to maintain a high-quality educational 
program within the financial means of our state and our 
community. We continue to maximize monies and services 
by working in partnerships with BOCES, federal, state, and 
local governments, and continue to look for cost efficiencies 
throughout the operational aspects of our school district.

The proposed 2019-2020 budget also includes a proposed 
tax levy that stays within our maximum allowable cap of 
2.23%, and therefore will require a simple majority vote.

This year’s budget proposal again demonstrates our 
enduring support of a comprehensive educational program 
that continues to provide creative and innovative learning 
opportunities for our students to enhance their educational 
experience, and a rigorous and relevant curriculum that 
prepares students to be college and career successful.

The Oriskany Board of Education believes the 2019-2020 
proposed budget offers the best possible balance of a 
continued commitment to a comprehensive education for 
our children of Oriskany while maintaining an affordable 
value for our residents and members of our community. We 
appreciate your consideration of this proposal and urge your 
participation in the voting process on Tuesday, May 21, 2019, 
held from noon to 8:30 p.m. at the Canopy Entrance of the Jr./
Sr. High School.

The budget hearing will be held on Tuesday, May 14, 2019, 
at 6:00 p.m. in the District Office Board Room. All community 
members are welcome to attend. Further, please visit our 
district website for the latest budget information and feel free 
to call the District Office at 315.768.2058 with any questions 
you may have regarding the 2019-2020 proposed budget.

On Behalf of the Oriskany School Board,

Amy Mayo
Board President
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Budget section

Three Component Budget 
The State legislation which requires the 
state’s school districts to have a public 
budget vote, includes the requirement 
that the budget be divided up into three 
components: program, capital, and 
administration.

Program Budget: This portion covers 
teacher salaries, school supplies, and all 
related educational costs.

Capital Budget: Refers to all facilities 
costs such as leases, annual debt 
service, custodial salaries and benefits, 
service contracts, custodial supplies, 
maintenance and repair of facilities, and 
utilities.

Administration Budget: This section 
includes central administration and 
school offices, along with clerical support, 
salaries and benefits, and related 
expenses of all school administrators, 
board of education expenses for planning, 

and other administrative activities. 

Administration
9.15% Capital

20.91%

Program
69.94%

www.oriskanycsd.org

For more budget 
information, please visit our 

website!

www.oriskanycsd.org

Revenue

 2018-2019 2019-2020
 Approved Budget Proposed Budget
General Support    
    
Total Board Of Education $7,767 $13,204
Total Central Administration $215,294 $211,115
Total Finance $508,976 $357,597
Total Staff $122,525 $137,500
Total Central Services $1,135,709 $1,184,205
Total Special Items $213,186 $208,380
Total General Support $2,203,457 $2,112,001
Share Of Total: 14.36% 13.53%
    
Instruction    
    
Total Administration & Improvement $439,631 $462,520
Total Teaching $6,257,392 $6,185,069
Total Instructional Media $651,824 $664,304
Total Pupil Services $712,693 $712,413
Total Instruction $8,061,540 $8,024,306
Share Of Total: 52.53% 51.40%
    
Pupil Transportation    
    
Total Pupil Transportation $925,934 $928,551
Share Of Total: 6.03% 5.95%
    
Community Service    
    
Total Community Service $9,356 $9,000
Share Of Total: 0.06% 0.06%
    
Undistributed    
    
Total Employee Benefits $3,303,902 $3,435,405
Total Debt Service $818,688 $1,087,423
Total Interfund Transfer $25,000 $15,000
Total Undistributed $4,147,590 $4,537,828
Share Of Total: 27.02% 29.07%
    
Total Appropriations $15,347,877 $15,611,685

Proposed Budget

 2018-2019 2019-2020
State Aid $7,205,099 $7,657,660
Local Non-Tax $366,346 $375,838
Tax Levy $5,919,538 $6,051,815
Fund Balance $1,856,894 $1,526,372
Total Revenues $15,347,877 $15,611,685
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Budget Adopted 
for the 2018-19 

School year

Budget Proposed 
for the 2019-20 

School year

Contingency 
Budget for the

2019-20 
School year*

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $15,347,877 $15,611,685 $15,479,543

Increase/Decrease for the 2019-20 School Year $263,808 $131,666

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget 1.72% 0.86%

Change in the Consumer Price Index 2.44% 

A. Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $5,919,538 $6,051,815

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable

C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable **

D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D) $5,919,538 $6,051,815 $5,919,538

F. Total Permissible Exclusions $139,292 $132,606

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $5,780,246 $5,919,209

H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library Debt and/
or Permissible Exclusions (E – B – F + D)

$5,780,246 $5,919,209

I. Difference: G – H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval – See Note Below 
Regarding Separate Propositions) **

$0 $0

Administrative Component $1,535,418 $1,384,801 $1,334,801

Program Component $10,927,696 $10,923,502 $10,903,502

Capital Component $2,884,490 $3,341,240 $3,241,240

* Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2019-20 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated pursuant to Section 
2023 of the Education Law. 

If the proposed budget is defeated, the tax levy for 2019-2020 would remain at the 2018-2019 level. The majority of equipment purchases would be removed and the 
remaining reductions would be in areas that have the least impact on instruction.

** List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated with educational or transportation services propositions are not 
eligible for exclusion and may affect voter approval requirements)

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2019-20 by the qualified voters of the Oriskany Central school district, Oneida County, New York, will be held in said district on 
Tuesday, May 21, 2019 between the hours of 12:00 pm and 8:30pm, prevailing time in the Oriskany Jr./Sr. High school(s), at which time the polls will be opened to vote by 
voting ballot or machine.

2019-20 School District Budget Notice

Fund Balance
$1,526,372

10%

State Aid
$7,657,660

49%

Local Non-Tax
$375,838

2%

Tax Levy
$6,051,815

39%

Revenue Sources State Aid – usually finalized after the 
State Budget is adopted.

Tax Levy – Monies collected from 
district taxpayers via school tax bills
Now limited by the Property Tax Cap 
Legislation. 

Local Non-Tax – Use of district 
reserves, PILOTS, and miscellaneous 
revenues

Fund Balance – Unrestricted monies 
that can be appropriated into next 
year’s budget



visit our website @ www.oriskanycsd.org

6 Budget section

Under the Budget 
Proposed for the 2019-20 

School Year

Estimated Basic STAR 
Exemption Savings1 $596

1 The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is 
authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

Basic STAR Exemption
Three factors that determine the tax rate on 
your home include: tax levy, equalization rates 
and property assessment. The tax levy is set by 
the school district in May; equalization rates are 
established by the New York State Office of Real 
Property Services in August and each respective 
town establishes assessments and equalization 
rates. These are estimates, therefore, tax rates are 
not finalized until late August, at which time school 
tax bills are printed and mailed.

Voter Qualifications
In order to vote in the School District Budget Vote 

and Election, you must be:

• a U.S. citizen;
• 18 years old;
• a District resident for 30 days prior to the vote; and
• not being disqualified from voting, such as certain convicted  
 felons, or the person has been adjudicated mentally incompetent.

Absentee Ballots
Notice is given that applications for absentee 
ballots to those who may be entitled under 
Education Law 2018-a are available in the office of 
the Clerk of the District on school days between 
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. A list of all the 
persons to whom absentee ballots shall have been 
issued will be available in the office of the Clerk of 
the District until the day of the election. Notice is 
given that if an absentee ballot is to be mailed to 
the voter, the application for the same must be 
received by the Clerk of the District at least 7 days 
before the election; if the ballot is to be delivered 
personally to the voter, the application for the 
same must be received by the Clerk of the District 
the day before the election.

Taxpayers will 
receive their rebate 
check becase we are 
within our 2% tax cap 
calculation

Tax Cap Levy Calculation 
 2019-20
Tax Base Growth Factor 1.0016
 
Allowable Levy Growth Factor 2.00%
 
Prior Year Tax Levy $5,919,538
 
Prior Year Adjusted Levy X Tax Base Growth Factor 1.0016  $5,929,009

 
Add Pilots Receivable in 2018 - 2019 $144,996 

 
2018-2019 Local Capital Levy Share $139,292 
from last year’s tax cap calculator 
Adjusted Prior Year Tax Levy $5,934,713
 
Adjusted Tax Levy X Allowable Levy Growth Factor 2.0% $6,053,408

 
Remove Pilots Receivable in 2019-2020 $134,199

 
Tax Levy Limit $5,919,209
 
Add Current Year Exemptions: 2019-2020 Local Capital Levy Share $132,606

 
Tax Levy Threshold $6,051,815
 
Allowable Increase in Dollars $132,277
 
Allowable Increase in % 2.23%
 
2019-2020 PROPOSED LEVY $6,051,815
 
Actual Increase in Dollars $132,277
 
Actual Increase in % 2.23%
 
Difference Between Allowable and Actual –
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2019-20 Property Tax Report Card

Budgeted
2018-19

(A)

Proposed Budget
2019-20

(B)

Total Budgeted Amount, not Including Separate Propositions $15,347,877 $15,611,685

A. Proposed Tax Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount
1

$5,919,538 $6,051,815

B. Tax Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable

C. Tax Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable
2

 

D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy, if Applicable

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D) $5,919,538 $6,051,815

F. Permissible Exclusions to the School Tax Levy Limit $139,292 $132,606

G. School Tax Levy Limit , Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions
3

$5,919,538 $6,051,815

H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions 
(E - B - F + D)”

$5,780,246 $5,919,209

I. Difference: (G - H); (negative value requires 60.0% voter approval)
2

$139,292 $132,606

Public School Enrollment 579 585

Consumer Price Index 2.44%

1Include any prior year reserve for excess tax levy, including interest.
2Tax levy associated with educational or transportation services propositions are not eligible for exclusion under 
the School Tax Levy Limit and may affect voter approval requirements. 
3For 2019-20, includes any carryover from 2018-19 and excludes any tax levy for library debt or prior year 
reserve for excess tax levy, including interest.

Actual
2018-19

(D)

Estimated
2019-20

(E)

Adjusted Restricted Fund Balance $4,020,387 $3,225,715

Assigned Appropriated Fund Balance $1,856,894 $1,526,372

Adjusted Unrestricted Fund Balance $613,915 $624,467

Adjusted Unrestricted Fund Balance as a Percent of the Total Budget 4.00% 4.00%

412901- Oriskany Central School District
Contact Person: Laurie A. Widman, School Business Administrator
Telephone Number: 315.768.2058

Reserve Type Reserve Name Reserve Description* 3/31/19 Actual 
Balance

6/30/19 Estimated 
Ending Balance

Intended Use of the Reserve in the 
2019-20 School Year

Capital Capital To pay the cost of any object or pur-
pose for which bonds may be issued.

$1,254,930 $1,255,680 None

Repair Repair To pay the cost of repairs to capital 
improvements or equipment.

$198,830 $199,337 None

Workers’ Compensation Workers’ 
Compensation

Top pay for Workers Compensation and 
benefits

$141,753 $142,263 None

Unemployment insurance Unemployment Top pay the cost of reimbursement to 
the State Unemployment Insurance 
Fund.

$88,048 $88,948 None

Mandatory Reserve for 
Debt Service

Debt Service To cover debt service payments on 
outstanding obligations (bonds, BANS) 
after the sale of district capital assets or 
improvements.

$887,885 $889,685 None

Insurance Insurance To pay liability, casualty, and other 
types of uninsured losses.

$813,189 $814,164 None

Property Loss Property Loss To establish and maintain a program of 
reserves to cover property loss.

$50,406 $50,535 None

Liability Liability To establish and maintain a program 
of reserves to cover liability claims 
incurrred.

$99,109 $99,664 None

Tax Certiorari Tax Certiorari To establish and maintain a program 
of reserves to cover liability claims 
incurred.

$692,498 $692,948 PAY TAX CERTIORARI CLAIMS

Employee Benefit 
Accrued Liability

Employee Benefit 
Accrued Liability

For the payment of accrued ‘employee 
benefits’ due to employees upon 
termnation of service.

$558,270 $559,470 PAY RETIREMENT BENEFITS

Retirement Contribution ERS Retirement To fund employer retirement 
contributions to the State and Local 
Employees’ Retirement System

$846,107 $847,157 OFFSET ERS PAYMENT
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Resource Management Strategies 
The 2019-2020 school expenditure plan supports a quality, comprehensive instructional program. Actions taken by the Board 
of Education and administration have allowed the District to continue providing exceptional programs and opportunities for our 
students that will prepare them for college and career success. As a result of sound fiscal management again this year, the District 
is in a position to increase program offerings for students in order to support Oriskany’s commitment to safety, personal attention, 
positive relationships and a productive climate for learning. These areas of focus are reflected in the expenditure budget proposal, 
including:

• Increased enrichment opportunities for students both at the elementary building and the Jr./Sr. high school building.
• Utilizations of BOCES programs to offer summer academic programs for our elementary, middle and high school students.
• Additional access to instructional technologies to support the innovation initiative that will position our students for success 

in existing highly competitive college and career placements.
• Expanding partnerships with area organizations and institutions to increase internship and apprenticeship experiences for 

students and staff.
• Maximizing grant, state and federal funds to support and offset local funds necessary for school programs.
• Supporting staff improvement through research-proven means that lead to increased student performance.
• Recognizing and allocating a large percentage of the District’s expenditure dollars to focus on supporting educational 

programs for all students. The District has been able to show a consistent trend in recognizing the support systems and 
opportunities provided for our students.

Students’ minds were opened to a world 
of adventure and exploration when N.A. 
Walbran Elementary kicked off its yearly 
Pick a Reading Partner (PARP) reading 
celebration on March 1. The theme of this 
year’s month-long challenge, “Choose Your 
Own Adventure and READ,” encouraged 
students to pick up a book and embark on a 
journey of their own choosing.

PARP encourages students and their families 
to read at home for at least 15 minutes each 
day. The choice of reading materials can 
vary from books to anything with printed 
words. The daily activity of reading together 
strengthens relationships while building 
the students’ reading and communication 
skills. Students who turned in a completed 
reading timesheet each week during PARP 
were entered in a contest to be featured 
as a guest reader on Principal Hinderling’s 
weekly Facebook bedtime story videos.

To begin PARP, each class decorated their 
classroom door to reflect one of the 50 
United States. The door designs allowed 
students to learn more about individual 
states while incorporating their own artwork 
and ideas into the designs. 

At the start of each school day, students 
played a Guess the State Game where they 
saw a photo of one of the decorated doors 
and tried to guess which state it represented 
based on a few clues. One student from 
the primary wing and one student from the 
intermediate wing who had the right answer 
were selected as the winner each day and 
received a special prize.

Each Wednesday in March, students and 
teachers celebrated themed dress-up days 
including Dress like Your Favorite Book 

Character Day, Dress 
like a Traveler Day and 
Read a Shirt Day.

One day each week, 
students participated 
in Drop Everything 
and Read (DEAR) at a 
surprise time during 
the school day. When DEAR time was 
announced, students would stop whatever 
they were doing and read a book of their 
choosing.

On March 21, N.A. Walbran Elementary held 
a PARP Read-In where students stayed after 
school to read some of their favorite books. 
Students brought pillows and blankets and 
found a comfortable spot in either the library 
or gym to read. Students also enjoyed a 
healthy snack and bottled water.

PARP wrapped up on March 27, with a 
GooseChase digital scavenger hunt for 
students and their families. Each family team 
had to locate and photograph a variety of 
items in the elementary school based on 
challenges given through the GooseChase 
app. Students were also able to pick out a 
free book to keep.

Elementary Students Embark on Adventures during Pick a Reading 
Partner Program
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Dear Students, Parents/Guardians and Community Members,

Principals’ Messages

Dear Students, Parents/Guardians and Community Members,

As this newsletter comes to you, I hope everyone has had a wonderful spring recess! Even though our Pick a 
Reading Partner (PARP) program -- “Choose Your Own Adventure and READ” ended in March, we hope you 
are still finding time to “pick a reading partner” and continue reading with your family.

The month of May is here and it’s another busy month at N.A. Walbran Elementary School! Our Elementary 
Band and 3rd Grade Recorder Recruitment Concert took place on May 2 and our fourth through sixtth grade 
chorus performance of the musical “Space Pirates” will take place on May 31. Our Sixth Grade Plant, Bake Sale 
and Silent Auction took place on May 10 and 11. Thank you to everyone who came to visit us in the cafeteria 
on those two days to support our 6th grade class fundraising event for their end-of-the-year experience.

We will also be having our 6th Grade Moving Up Ceremony on June 18 at 7 p.m. in the high school gymnasium. 

Please watch for information being sent home and posted on our website regarding summer opportunities available for our elementary 
students at N.A. Walbran. We will be hosting a technology camp for students entering grades 4-6, ABC Boot Camp for students entering 
kindergarten, and our library will be open once a week for all elementary students to check out books and will also include a story time.

Pre-kindergarten and kindergarten registration packets for the 2019-20 school year are now available at the elementary and Jr./Sr. high 
school office. Screenings for all pre-K and kindergarten students will take place at the end of May and beginning of June. Please contact 
the elementary office or visit our website if you have questions regarding pre-K or kindergarten registration, or if you need to sign up for a 
screening time.

Continue to check out our district website and my Facebook page (“Oriskany Elementary Principal”) for photographs and articles of all our 
events.
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us at any time.

Karen Cianfrocco Hinderling
Elementary School Principal

I hope that you had a wonderful spring recess and are enjoying the warmer weather. 

Our teachers and students are focused on preparing for end-of-the-year assessments. Advanced Placement 
examinations take place in May and Regents Examinations will be held June 18-25. Many of our courses have 
a local examination or final project for the course final component. Students are encouraged to attend after-
school review sessions with their teachers. Review session schedules as well as Regents Exam and final exam 
dates can be found on the district website. 

We have many exciting end of the year events planned to celebrate our students. On May 21, the District Art 
Show will be held in the Jr./Sr. High School from 5-7 p.m. and the Jr./Sr. High School Spring Concert will be held 
in the Auditorium at 7 p.m. The annual Scholarship Breakfast for graduating seniors will be held on Saturday, 
June 8 at 9 a.m. On the last day of classes, June 17, we will be once again hosting the Student Council Awards beginning at 1:15 p.m. in the 
Davis Gym. Our biggest celebration of the year, Commencement, will be held on Friday, June 21 at 7 p.m. I hope to see many of you at 
these events as we celebrate our students’ accomplishments from the 2018-2019 school year.

We enjoy showcasing our students’ accomplishments, and recent photos and articles celebrating our students can be found on the 
district website and the Office of Counseling and Career Services Facebook page (“OCScounselingoffice”). Please reach out to us if you 
ever have any questions or concerns about your child.

JAMES VANWORMER
Interim Jr./Sr. High School Principal
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PTA Honored for 25 Years of Service 
to Oriskany Schools
The Oriskany Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) was recognized for its 25 years of service 
to Oriskany schools during the district’s March 11 Board of Education meeting.

The Oriskany PTA works hard to help make the school year both enjoyable and exciting 
for students and their families. In addition to advocating for the educational success, 
health, and well-being of all students and families in the district, the PTA funds and 
coordinates many activities throughout the school year including book fairs, trick or treat 
night, holiday movie and craft day, Penguin Patch and much more.

The PTA raises money through fundraisers and activities at the school and then uses 
those funds to assist in providing for the additional needs of the school and its students. 
The PTA’s online fundraising store is open all year long and offers a variety of Oriskany branded apparel. All purchases can be 
shipped directly to a home or to the school for pick up. Visit the PTA section of the school website (oriskanycsd.org/pta) for a link to 
make purchases.

For more information about the PTA, visit their Facebook page by searching “OCS PTA” or email pta@oriskanycsd.org.

District news

Business Program Expands Dual Enrollment Course Offerings

Beginning this fall, seniors, juniors and even some sophomores at Oriskany Jr./Sr. High 
School will have even more opportunities to get an early start on college.

Through a partnership with Mohawk Valley Community College (MVCC), the Oriskany 
Jr./Sr. High School Business Program will be adding half-year dual-credit courses in 
Principles of Accounting and Business Law to their existing course offerings for juniors 
and seniors.

MVCC’s Dual-Credit Program enables area high school students to earn advanced 
standing or college credit for college classes attended in their own high school. Students 
typically enroll in 100-200 level college courses taught by qualified high school teachers 
who have been pre-approved by MVCC as adjunct instructors. Courses are identical to those offered on the MVCC campus, however, all 
coursework is done in the high school setting during the routine school day.

This unique program provides students the opportunity to earn both college and high school credit for the same course. Dual-credit has 
become widely recognized as a unique way of enhancing the typical high school experience, offering motivated students a larger course 
selection, a manageable transition to college-level coursework, and a potential means of saving tuition dollars in the long run. Tuition is 
free, so there is no cost to the students.

The Principles of Accounting course will provide students with an understanding of basic accounting terminology, the financial accounting 
cycle, and the primary financial statements: the balance sheet, the income statement, and the statement of cash flows. 

The Business Law course will investigate the application of law to societal and business relationships through a study of the concept of 
commercial law and its sources, the law of contracts, the law of sales, and the law of negotiable instruments.

Oriskany Jr./Sr. High School will also be opening up its current MVCC dual-credit Computer Applications and Concepts course to 
sophomores with teacher recommendation. The course provides knowledge of relevant computer skills and a solid foundation in the 
terminology and concepts of computer technology. Areas of study include the operating environment, file management, computer 
networks, the Internet, and computers and society. Students interested in taking the class are not required to take Computer Applications 
9 and 10, but it is helpful if they do.

Additionally, Oriskany will be adding MVCC’s Effective Speech course to its course catalog which will allow students to receive an 
introduction to public speaking, emphasizing the fundamentals of preparing, organizing, supporting, and delivering speeches based on 
factual material.
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DISTRICT NEWS

Community Transition Activities Helping AHS Students Prepare for Future

Students in Oriskany’s Alternative High School (AHS) program 
are looking beyond the walls of their classroom and preparing 
for the future with some help from local community leaders and 
organizations.

Transitioning out of the AHS and into the community includes 
more than just addressing the academic or educational needs 
of a student; it also applies to the training, vocational skill 
development and independent living skills required for a person 
to be an independent, contributing member of society.

Over the past two years, a growing number of community 
transition activities have been added to the AHS curriculum to 
help teach students strategies and techniques to prepare them 
for success in whichever education, career and life paths they 
choose.

During the weekly activities coordinated by AHS teacher Ms. 
Mazza, presenters from a variety of community organizations 
visit the AHS classroom to speak with students about how they 
can begin to prepare for their futures and resources available 
to them. While some presentations focus on practical skills 
like the college application process and financial aid, others 
emphasis lifelong endeavors like cultivating a positive mindset 
and making good choices. Common themes throughout all 
of the presentations have been professionalism, opportunity, 
community and most importantly, hope.

“These presentations are giving students hope for their future,” 
said Ms. Mazza. “While they’re in a difficult situation right now, 
each presentation provides them with an additional resource for 
their toolbox.”

This year’s speakers have included MVCC Associate Dean of 
Social Sciences and Public Services Dr. Mark Montgomery, 
Captain Michael Harrington of the Salvation Army, Patrick Johnson 
from MVCC’s New Directions program, and representatives 
from the Neighborhood Center, the Rome Rescue Mission and 
Human Technologies Corp.

“We’re hoping to teach the students that people, places and 
things have a ripple effect on our lives,” said Dr. Montgomery. 
“That no matter the path they are on, positive social and behavioral 
change is within their grasp, and educational and vocational 
endeavors can yield positive life changing experiences and 
lifestyles.”

Mr. Johnson echoed these sentiments during his presentation, 
reminding the AHS students to stay focused on what’s ahead of 
them rather than looking back to their past actions and behaviors. 
“Students in this program need to know that it’s not the end of 
the road. They can still do wonderful things and be successful.”

And the students themselves are already recognizing the value 
of the skills, insights and information they’re gaining from each 
presentation as they begin to set attainable goals for their own 
futures. “These presentations are going to make me keep 
pushing toward a positive outcome. They give me hope and a 
reason to become a better person.”

Looking forward into the next chapter of life for the AHS students, 
the expectation is that the knowledge and self-confidence they 
have gained will help guide them in a positive direction.

“Everyone needs help and guidance in life. You can’t do it all on 
your own and there’s always help around.”

Kindergarteners Collect “Pennies for Patients”
N.A Walbran kindergarten students spent the month of January collecting 
“Pennies for Patients” to benefit the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. The 
Pennies for Patients program helps raise money to fund research for 
therapies that save the lives of blood cancer patients.

By participating in Pennies for Patients, our kindergarten teachers had new 
opportunities to incorporate service learning and character building into 
their curriculum, and students are learning about service, leadership and 
philanthropy.

The kindergarteners collected a total of 689 pennies along with nickels, 
dimes, quarters and dollars for a grand total of $64.89.
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Jr./Sr. High Band Performs National 
Anthem at Utica City FC Match
On March 31, members of the Oriskany Jr./Sr. High School Band 
performed “The Star-Spangled Banner” prior to the Utica City FC 
match vs. the Baltimore Blast at the Utica Memorial Auditorium.


